ELLEN  TERRY
of English tragic actresses, was married to William Siddons.    The vicar at that time was  Joseph   Rann,  who may  well  have been in sympathy with the young players, for he had published an important annotated edition of Shakespeare's plays in six volumes.    According to an old list of the principal events in the history of the town, " On   Easter    Monday,   1819,   the   new Theatre, in  Srnithford-street, built by Sir S. Rew, Knt, was opened by Mr. Penley's Company   of Comedians   from   Windsor. It  is a  commodious  brick building, and contains a pit, a circular row of boxes, and a   gallery/'      Commodious   or   not,   this theatre has recently been found insufficient for the wants of modern Coventry, and, a new one having lately been built, it has been converted to other uses.
In the February of 1848, Benjamin Terry and his wife fulfilled an engagement at the old theatre, and during their visit Ellen Terry was born. Her parents were both actors of distinction in their day. 6